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enemy mines and torpedoes, and the prize was
Chinese territory or territory recently taken from
her. To deny these facts was impossible; to ad-
mit them seemed to involve the disintegration of
the empire. Here again Secretary Hay, devising
a middle course, gained by his promptness of ac-
tion the prestige of having been the first to speak.
On February 8, 1904, he asked Germany, Great
Britain, and France to join with the United States
in requesting Japan and Russia to recognize the
neutrality of China, and to localize hostilities with-
in fixed limits. On January 10,1905, remembering
how the victory of Japan in 1894 had brought com-
pensatory grants to all the powers, he sent out a
circular note expressing the hope on the part of the
American Government that the war would not
result in any "concession of Chinese territory to
neutral powers." Accustomed now to these invi-
tations which decency forbade them to refuse, all
the powers assented to this suggestion. The re-
sults of the war, therefore, were confined to Man-
churia, and Japan promised that her occupation
of that province should be temporary and that com-
mercial opportunity therein should be the same
for all. The culmination of American prestige
came with President Roosevelt's offer of the good